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B-3374 - B-3382 1837-1854 
1001-1039 Light St. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

A large portion of the east side of the 1000 block of Light St. was originally 
improved with a row of two and a half story, late Federal style brick houses 
built by John S. Gittings and others in the late 1830's and early 1840's. Of these 
houses only 1003 and 1005 Light St. survive in their original exterior form, with 
1027-1029 Light St. retaining their original two story height, but minus their 
original dormer windows. 1001 and 1025 Light St. are now three story, three bay 
wide brick commercial/residential structures with shed roofs and bracketed cornices; 
1007 and 1009 Light St. are three story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs 
and bracketed cornices. A number of the early houses on this block have been 
replaced by modern, one story high commercial structures. The southern portion of 
the block was originally-improved with a row of three story, gable-roofed houses 
in the early 1850's, of which only 1031 Light St. survives in its original form. -
1033. and 1037-1039 Light St. have had their gable roofs rebuilt as shed roofs with 
bracketed cornices added. The first floor areas of all of these later houses 
have been converted to modern storefronts.. -
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This pair of three story brick houses with shed roofs and bracketed cornice 
represent either enlargements w& the1 original thride-s-tsrryy ̂able'-roQfced'hdusss-'a"' 
built on this site in the 1850's, and which formed part of a row of such houses 
extending along this side of Light St. 1037 Light St. is three bays wide, 1039 
Light St. is two bays wide, The first floor areas of both houses have been 
converted into store-fronts and the facade of 1039 Light has been stuccoed. 

The houses are three stories in height, 1037 Light is 16' wide, 1039 Light 
is 15' wide, 1037 Light occupies a lot 133 1/2' deep, and 1039 Light occupies a 
lot 93 1/2' deep. Each house has a three story high, one bay wide and deep stair 
hall extension which connects the main house to a rear addition. At 1037 Light 
there is a three story high, five bay deep rear addition, followed by a one story 
high, one bay deep section; at 1039 Light there is a two story high, four bay 
deep rear addition. The houses are construced in common bond but the facade of 
1039 Light has been stuccoed. The shed roof is capped by a continuous wooden 
cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding decorated with a row of 
cut-work scallops, set above panels decorated with scroll-sawed motifs and frame' 
by small modillions. The panels are set above a row of quarter-round carvings, 
followed by a row of cut-work scallops and a plain freize area. Six grooved 
brackets support the cornice and connect it to a lower molding strip decorated 
with quarter-round carvings. The brick freize area thus formed is punctuated 
by five scroll-sawed ventilating panels. 1039 Light St. has a double hooded 
chimney located along the south side of the center section of the roof and 1037 
Light has a rear end chimney located at the east end of the rear addition. 

The second and third floor windows of 1039 Light, and the third floor windows 
of 1037 Light have segmentally arched brick lintels with scroll-sawed tympanums. 
The sills are wood. The second story windows of 1037 Light have been replaced by 
a wide modern window consisting of two wide panels set beneath a multi-light 
transom and flanked by two side windows filled with 1/1 double hung sash. All of 
the other window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. The first floor 
areas of both houses have been converted into store-fronts. At 1037 Light St. 
a glass and aluminum door is located in the northernmost bay, flanked by a two-
sided plate glass window set on a wood siding base. A deep sign area constructed 
of wood siding extends across the entire width of the store-front. At 1039 
Light St. the centrally located, recessed glass and aluminum door set beneath a 
single light transom, is flanked by two three-sided plate glass shop windows set 
on stone bases. A deep aluminum siding sign area extends across the entire 
width of the store-front. Both entrances are reached directly from the sidewalk. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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See under 1031-1033 Light St. 

This pair of houses was originally built as three story, gable-roofed houses 
by William H. Harman, a local house carpenter whose shop was located on Abey Alley 
behind these houses and who lived at the north-west corner of William St. and Warren 
Ave.l The first owner-occupant of 1037 Light St. was a John S, Mitchell, a trader or 
huckster, who lived there from 1854 to 1856 and then moved next door to 1039 Light St. 
"here he lived in 1857-59 (Mitchell later moved to 1027 Light St.).2 1037 Light St. 
is next occupied by Capt.Zebedee Kirwin, who lived there in the late 1850's, and after 
_ le War, by Robert Travers, the captain of a steamboat, who had previously lived next 
door at 1039 Light St. after Mitchell's occupancy.3 

^Baltimore City Land Records, LiberED 72, Folio 21; Baltimore City Directory , 1856-57 

2Ibid., Liber ED 72, Folio 24; ED 117, Folio 80; B.C.P., 1856-57, 1858-59, 1867 

3Ibid., Liber ED 105, Folio 142; AM 308, Folio 13; GES 221, Folio 22; B.C.D., 1858-9, 
1864, 1867 
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B-3382 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 6 ' X 1 3 3 ' 8 " ( 1 0 3 7 ' ) ; 1 5 ' X 9 3 ' 6 " ( 1 0 3 9 ) 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 5/79 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1745 C i r c l e Rd. 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Ruxton Maryland 21204 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated-Coife of Maryland, Article 41, Sebtioh' 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 





B-3382 
1037-1039 Light Street 
Block 0936 Lots 070-071 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3382 1037-1039 Light St. 
-M.E.H. 5/79 
West elevation 


